
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The ‘Pioneer’ Spirit 
The Church of England and the Methodist Church 
have both embraced the ‘mixed economy’ church. 

This sees the future of the church as comprised of 
two kinds of churches:  

• Our traditional churches  

• Some ‘Fresh Expressions’ of Christian faith – 

new congregations relevant to those who 
have little or no background in the church.  

 
These new congregations typically centre on the 

shared life of the members, and are not as 
focused on the pastoral ministry of vicars and 
ministers. Every member is involved in the life and 

work of a Fresh Expression.  
 
This style of church and ministry is now being 
described as ‘pioneer’, for two reasons.  

• It is breaking new ground in relation to our 
society.   

• It is a new and different way of being the 
church – different at least from many of our 
existing churches.  

 

 
 

Learning within the Pioneer Spirit 
To prepare and support people for ministry in 
‘pioneer’ churches, teaching and learning 

resources have been created nationally to support 
local courses. This one-year programme consists 
of 24 learning sessions, access to an on-line 

database of material, and the support of a mentor 
for those who are planning, starting or continuing 
a ‘Fresh Expression’. 

 
The Pioneer Disciple has adapted this 
course, to give a wide range of Devon Christians 
the opportunity to develop their discipleship and 

their understanding of the faith within the context 
of pioneer mission.  
 

Our primary aim is to support Christians to be 
involved in ‘pioneer’ styles of church and ministry. 
But those whose calling is to remain in traditional 
churches will also benefit from growing in their 

faith in this missional context, giving their 
churches a sharper mission edge within today’s 
cultural setting.  

 
So The Pioneer Disciple is a ‘discipleship’ course 
for any Christian concerned about the future of 

the Church. The training programme includes 
bible study, prayer and worship, so that the 
programme develops depth of Christian 
discernment and spirituality, not just extending 

knowledge and understanding.  
 
The course is designed primarily for lay people. 

But clergy, ministers, local preachers and Readers 
are also encouraged to take part. The future life 
and ministry of the church is a shared task, and 
the course seeks to model this. And leaders as 

well as members need help in rethinking the 
church for today’s cultural context.  

 
 

Who will take part?  
The Pioneer Disciple has the potential to cut 
across many of our traditional church boundaries.  

• It is for people who know that things need to 

change in the church, if it is to thrive within 
our emerging culture.  

• It is for people who have it on their hearts to 
reach the kinds of people that traditional 
church does not reach – and who want to 

know how.  
• It is for people who want to grow in their faith 

within a mission context, rather than in the 

context of maintaining and developing more 
traditional expressions of Christian faith.  

• It is for those who have drifted away from 

traditional church, but whose Christian 
involvement could be refreshed by 
commitment to a pioneer model of church.  

• It is for leaders who want to help their 
churches into development and growth, in 
ways that take our contemporary context 

seriously.  
 

Course Delivery 
In each ‘term’ the course is taught on one 
Saturday plus five evenings. You are asked to 
commit yourself to the whole of the course, as 

each person forms part of a small ‘learning group’ 
to support each other’s learning and personal 
development. You are invited to ‘journey’ with 
some of your fellow participants; it is not just a 

series of interesting sessions about mission… 
 
If you register for the course as a group, you will 

have the option of doing up to three of the 
evening sessions per term locally, cutting the 
amount of travel to Exeter by half. This depends 
on adequate provision of local tuition. Please talk 

to us if you want this kind of arrangement.  
 
 



 

Draft Programme  

2011-12  
 

 
March 28 - Taster Evening 

May 9 - How to Learn 

Saturday May 21  
Rediscovering God’s World-Oriented Mission 

• Introduction to 21st Century Society 
• The Meaning of Mission. 

• Vision, Calling and Values 1 

**June 6 - Church for the Mission Context 

**June 20 – Vision, Calling and Values 2 

**July 4 - The Missionary Attitude 

July 18 - Knowing your Community  

 

Sep 12 - Spirituality for Mission 

Saturday Oct 1 
The Church as God’s Missional Community 

• The Meaning of ‘Church’ 
• Starting Something New 

• Intimate Community 

**Oct 17 – Doing Mission Together  

**Nov 7 – Missional Worship 

**Nov 21 – Healthy Church 

Dec 12 - Handling Opposition, Setbacks & Failure 

 

Jan 9 – The Hallmarks of Leadership 

Saturday Jan 21 
Reaching the people other churches don’t reach 

• Culture and Mission 
• Strategies for Evangelism 

• Personal Evangelism 

**Feb 6 – Discipleship within a Fresh Expression 

**Feb 20 – (Open Session) 

**March 5 – Mature and Sustainable Church 

March 19 - Going On From Here 

 

** = could be done in local groups

 

Costs  
The Pioneer Disciple is free to take part in, as an 
important and integral part of the life and work of 

the Church. At the end of the course, there will be 
an opportunity for participants to contribute to the 
costs of future courses, as they feel able. It is 
hoped that all participants will feel able to 

contribute the £30 fee to the national course that 
needs to be made on behalf of each course 
member. But this is not a requirement for 

participation in the course.  

 
 

 
Further Information 
The Pioneer Disciple is a joint development 

between the Anglican Diocese of Exeter and the 
Devon area of the Plymouth and Exeter Methodist 
District. Other Christian denominations and 
streams are invited to share in its development.  

 
Download a registration form for the Exeter 
based course, at: www.exeter.anglican.org/pioneer.  

 
For full-colour promotional leaflets, and other 
administrative enquiries, contact:  

o Mrs Ann Pantrey, 01837 55830 
o pioneer.disciple@exeter.anglican.org 
 
To discuss the nature of the programme, 

contact  
o Revd David Muir, 01837 840867, 07854 

845067, david.muir@exeter.anglican.org  

o Revd Jonathan Budd, 01363 877281, 
thebudds@cantab.net   

o Revd Anna Norman-Walker, 01392 294903, 
missioner@exeter.anglican.org  

 
All correspondence to:  
o Revd David Muir, The Rectory, South Tawton 

EX20 2LQ 
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Learning new  
and relevant ways  

of expressing Christian 
faith and community 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Pioneer Disciple is the local form of the national Fresh 

Expressions course ‘mission shaped ministry’, and is being 

made available with their cooperation and permission. 

 


